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was driven back by the French, who appeared in great
force, and themselves erected a fort on the same spot,
and called it Fort Duquesne, after the then governor of
Canada.    On July 3, the French attacked and defeated
Washington at a place called Great Meadows.
This skirmish, unimportant in itself, is memo- Washing-
rable not only as being one of the main causes ton*
of the war which resulted in the expulsion of the French
from North America, but also as the first appearance in
history of George Washington.
The home government was at last roused into activity.
Early in 17 5 5 two regiments of the line sailed for America,
under General Braddock. Braddock, personally brave
but a harsh ignorant man and a strict dis- _
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ciplmanan, was  altogether unsuited for the
irregular warfare of America,  and his  expedition was
badly planned and badly executed.    His contemptuous
treatment of the friendly Indians, whose warnings he neg-
lected and whose assistance he despised, caused most of
them to quit his banner in disgust.   • The result was that,
when within ten miles of Fort Duquesne, the English blun-
dered into an ambuscade and were defeated His Defeat,
with terrible slaughter, Braddock himself be- Ju*y 9.
ing mortally wounded.    Farther north on the frontiers of
Nova Scotia and New England the English were more
successful, but their victories in this quarter were over-
shadowed   by Braddock's  disaster,  and   consternation
prevailed through the colonies.
§ 2. Newcastle and Pitt.
The government of England was at this juncture in
the "incompetent hands of Thomas Pelham, Duke of
Newcastle, who after being Secretary of State for thirty
years had become First Lord of the Treasury and Prime
Minister upon the death of his brother Henry in March
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